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CYRUS GRIFFIN. 

Last President of the Continental Congress. 

BV CORNELIA FRANCES TAYLOR. 

(Centennial Collection.) 

Cyrus Griffin was descended from an old Welsh family, 
— dating as far back in history as the last king of Wales, 
Llewllyn Griffin, who fell in battle against Edward I. of 
England, in 1282, after a reign of 28 years. He was the fourth 
son of Leroy Griffin of Sion House, Lancaster County, Vir- 
ginia, and Mary Anne Bertrand, granddaughter of a Hugue- 
not gentleman who fled from France during the reign of Louis 
XIV. He was born in 1748, and sent to England to be edu- 
cated. 

It was while attending law lectures in London that Cyrus 
accepted an invitation from the colonial ambassador, and 
there met for the first time Lady Christiana — daughter of 
the sixth earl of Traquair, whom he afterwards married. 
The first year of their married life was passed at Traquair 
House in Scotland. Soon after the birth of their first son — 
John — they came to America, and Lady Christiana never re- 
visited her native land. 

After living some time at Sion House — the old family 
mansion in Virginia — Mr. Griffin was elected in 1778 a mem- 
ber of Congress : and the last session of the Continental Con- 
gress was organized on the 2d of January, 1788, by the election 
of Cyrus Griffin as President of that body. He was also a 
judge of the Supreme Court until his death. 

The entertainments of Cyrus Griffin while President of 
Congress are mentioned as frequent and hospitable, but char- 
acterized by simplicity and temperance. Brissot de Warville 
an intelligent Frenchman, in his "Travels in America," 
writes : " Mr. Griffin is a man of good abilities, of an agree- 
able figure, affable and polite. I remarked that his table 
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was freed from many usages observed elsewhere ; no fatiguing 
presentations ; no toasts, so annoying in a numerous society. 
Little wine was drunk after the ladies retired. These traits 
will give an idea of the temperance of this country — temper- 
ance, the leading virtue of republicans." 

Lady Christiana, though in delicate health, showed herself 
'friendly towards all. They had four children : Judge John 
Griffin, died unmarried ; Mary, married her cousin Major 
Thomas Griffin, ; Louisa, married Col. Hugh Mercer, son of 
Gen. Mercer who fell at the battle of Princeton ; and Dr. 
Samuel Stuart Griffin, married Miss Lewis of "Westover, Va. 

After his retirement from public life, Cyrus Griffin lived 
in Virginia, until his decease, which took place in Yorktown, 
in the year 1810. The following obituary notice appeared at 
the time of his death: — 

" Died, on Friday 14th December, at York, the Hon. Cyrus 
Griffin, Judge of the United States Court for the District of 
Virginia. He was a gentleman highly respected for his emi- 
nent virtues, his integrity and independence. He has filled 
many public appointments, and always with honor to himself, 
and with advantage to the country." 

He was noted for devotion to his family and for steadfast- 
ness in friendship. Rufus W. Griswold, in his " Republican 
Court," speaks of him as being " conspicuous for his devotion 
to American liberty ; and few men from Virginia shared more 
largely the respect and confidence of Washington." 



